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2 PLANTS RECENTLY FOUND IN THE COASTAL 

PLAIN OF MARYLAND 


A. V. Smith 

The following plants have recently been collected by the writer 
while botanizing on the Coastal Plain of Maryland and adjacent 
Delaware and Virginia. The records are from Wicomico, Wor¬ 
cester, Prince George’s, and Anne Arundel Counties, of Mary¬ 
land; Sussex County, Delaware; Accomac County, Virginia. 
One species is recorded from the District of Columbia, a little 
west of the Coastal Plain. 

Some of the plants noted are common in other provinces,— 
particularly in the Piedmont Plateau of Maryland, but repre¬ 
sent isolated colonies on the Coastal Plain. Others of the plants 
are of interest as uncommon pine-barren species, as new county 
records, or as species near their range-limits. 


Ptychomitrii m Drummondii Sulliv. This southern most 


< oc¬ 


curs on the trunks of trees and even on old roofs in southern 
Delaware and adjacent Maryland. Dr. A. .1. Grout has informed 
the writer that this appears to bo an extension of range north¬ 
ward from Virginia and Tennessee. 

Buxbaumia aphylla L. This moss of such unusual appear¬ 
ance and supposed rarity is surprisingly common on bare soil in 
pine woods of eastern Maryland and southern Delaware. 

Hypnum crista-castrensis L. This moss is said to be at its 
best when growing on rotten wood in cool mountain forests. 
That it does venture into the Coastal Plain is attested bv a small 
colony in a damp depression in pine woods near Millersville, 
Anne Arundel County. 
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Dryopteris crist at a (L.) Gray. On the Eastern Shore of 
Maryland the commonest swamp ferns are the chain ferns, the 
cinnamon fern, and the royal fern. A little of this Dryopteris 
occurs at the edge of a swamp about three miles north of Salis¬ 
bury, Wicomico County, apparently the only known station in 
southeastern Maryland. 

Dryopteris marginalis (L.) Gray. This fern is common 
enough elsewhere but is a rarity on the Eastern Shore. The 
writer recently found one plant growing in rich woods about 
eight miles southwest of Salisbury. 

Osmunda Claytoniana L. During the summer of 1939 the 
writer found three plants of this fern growing in rich woods near 
Wattsville, Accomac County, Virginia, apparently many miles 
from any other known station. 

Ophioglossum vulgatum L. var. pycnostichum Fernald. A 
small colony of this plant is to be found in rich woods about one 
mile north of Girdletree, Worcester County, Maryland. 


Lycopodium clavatum L. A little of this clubmoss occurs in 
a damp hollow near Millersville, Anne Arundel County. 

Lycopodium lucidulum Michx. This plant is occasional in 
damp spots in woods of eastern Maryland and southern Dela¬ 
ware. One colony is near Snow Hill, Worcester County. 

Manisuris rugosa (Nutt.) Ktze. This southern pine-barren 
species has not been found in Maryland but has long been known 
from southern Delaware. The writer recently found an appar¬ 
ently new Delaware station, about one mile north of Georgetown, 
Sussex County. Unfortunately, the area is being converted into 
a dump heap, and the destruction of a fine colony of the plant 
seems inevitable. 


Andropogon ternarius Michx. This grass is very common on 
the lower Eastern Shore and in southern Delaware. West of the 
Chesapeake Bay it appears to be at its known northern limit at 
Collington, Prince George’s County,-Maryland. 

Arundinaria tecta (Walt.) Muhl. The small cane reaches 

its known northern limit at the well-known station at Stony Run. 

Anne Arundel County. The species appears to be absent east of 

the Chesapeake Bay. The writer has found a new station near 

Glenburnie, Anne Arundel County, not so far north, however, 

as the Stony Run station. 

%/ 

Rhynchospora Torreyaxa Gray. This uncommon pine-barren 
species occurs in a low clearing in Wicomico County, about six 
miles southeast of Salisbury. 

Yeratrum viride Ait. A large colony of this species makes 
a fine early spring display in a swamp about five miles south of 
Berlin, Worcester Countv. 
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Lachnanthes tinctoria (Walt.) Ell. The red-root appears 
to be absent from Maryland but is known from a few places in 
southern Delaware. The writer has found the species growing 
abundantly at the same station given above for Manisuris. 

Pogonia ophioglossoides (L.) Kei\ This orchid occurs in 

of several drained millponds of 



great abundance in the 
Wicomico and Sussex Counties. 

Corallorhiza ODOXTORHiZA Nutt. This fall-flowering plant 
occurs in pine woods about two miles south of Salisbury, Wi¬ 
comico County. 

Arenaria peploides L. var. robu.sta Fernald. This northern 
strand plant occurs about three miles north of Ocean City, Wor¬ 
cester County. The species has been recorded as far south as 
Cape Henry, but colonies in Delaware, Maryland, and Virginia 
appear to be few and far between. 

Claytonia virginica L. The spring beauty is a rarity on the 
lower Eastern Shore. One small colony occurs in rich woods 
about six miles west of Berlin, Worcester County. 

Aquilegia canadensis L. The columbine grows abundantly 
on a slope on the left bank of the Wicomico River, about one mile 
below Salisbury. The colony is many miles from any other 
known colony and is not known to be an introduction. 

Sanguinaria canadensis L. The bloodroot grows in rich 
woods on each side of the Maryland-Virginia line near (ireen- 
baekville, Worcester County, apparently far removed from more 
inland centers of occurrence. 

Dentaria laciniata Mulil. This species occurs sparingly in 

rich woods near Wattsville, Accomac County. 

%/ 

Sarracenia purpurea L. The pitcher plant is local in swamps 
of eastern Maryland and southern Delaware. Chamaecyparts, 
the southern white cedar, is often an indicator of the pitcher plant. 

Chamaedaphne calyculata (L.) Moench. This northern bog 
shrub appears to be absent from eastern Maryland and southern 
Delaware. A station at Glenburnie, Anne Arundel County, has 
long been known. The writer recently found a much larger 
colony at Round Bay, in the same county. Sarracenia and 
Chamaecyparis also occur here. 

Trientalis americana (Pei’s.) Pursh. A small colony of the 
star flower was discovered by the writer in Rock Creek Park, of 
the District of Columbia, a little west of the Coastal Plain. 
This appears to be the first record for the region. 

Obolaria virginica L. This species is occasional in rich woods 
in the northeastern part of Accomac County. 

Lobelia elongata Small. A little of this plant occurs at the 
edge of a marsh along the left bank of the Wicomico River at 
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Upper Ferry. Dr. Rogers McVaugh has informed the writer that 
this appears to be the first record for Wicomico County. 

Erigeron pulchellus Michx. Phis spring-flowering compos¬ 
ite occurs in rich woods in the southeastern corner of Worcester 
County, just north of the Virginia line. 

Prenanthes autumnalis Walt. This pine-barren species oc¬ 
curs sparingly in a low clearing about six miles southeast of Salis¬ 
bury, Wicomico County, apparently the first record for the plant 
in the region since it was collected by Commons and Canby prior 

to 1895. 

Langlois Herbarium, 

0 

Catholic University of America. 


A Little-known Collection from Missouri. —In Rhodora 
42 : 98 (April, 1940), Steycrmark records as a new species for 
Missouri, Isotria verticillata, collected by Savage and Shull near 
Poplar Bluff; specimen in the Herbarium of Field Museum. The 
name Shull is a notable one in American biology, so it is easy to 
see why it might get into a paper as a misprint of a similar name, 
and so it is in this case. The collection was made by Savage , 
T. E., and Stull, Wilfred , who were students at the State Univer¬ 
sity of Iowa in the late Nineties and who spent the summer of 
1897 collecting plants around Poplar Bluff and Ironton, Missouri. 
Our herbarium has a set of these plants, probably the original 
one. Pogonia verticillata, collected August 3. 1897, bears the 
number 1362, though our lists account for only about 450 
specimens. 

Both of these men went into other fields of scientific work. 
Stull was a chemist, Ph.D., Harvard, 1903, was connected with 
the Mallinckrodt Company from then until his death in 1937. 
Savage became a geologist, Ph.D., Yale, 1909, and has been con¬ 
nected with the Illinois Geological Survey and University of 
Illinois for many years. We have other sets of plants bearing 
his name, mostly from the northwestern United States. 

In a state as thoroughly explored as Missouri, it is interesting 
that this youthful collection of two men who were not primarily 
botanists should yield a new record after all these years.—W. A. 
Anderson, State University of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa. 





